TOWN OF OAKLAND
SOLAR ARRAY ORDINANCE

Adopted: August 25, 2021
Amended: December 17, 2025

Section 1. Purpose; Authority

This Town of Oakland Solar Array Ordinance (this “Ordinance”) is adopted pursuant to Article
VII, Part 2 of the Maine Constitution and 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3001 (home rule authority).
The purpose of this Ordinance is to accomplish the following objectives:

1.

Sl

To encourage the development of small-scale on-site energy production and consumption.
To protect the public health and safety.

To promote the general welfare of the community.

To conserve the environment, wildlife habitat, fisheries, and unique natural areas, and

To fit these systems harmoniously into the fabric of the community by providing standards for
alternative energy systems and other types of arrays.

Section 2. Administration

1.

The Oakland Planning Board and Code Enforcement Officer are hereby vested with the
authority to administer this Ordinance.

Any Solar Energy Conversion Array (“SECA”) that is exempt from this Ordinance must obtain
a building permit from the Town of Oakland Code Enforcement Officer. Before granting a
building permit, the Code Enforcement Officer must find that the proposed Solar Energy
Conversion Array will comply with the requirements of this Ordinance and all applicable
statutes, regulations, and other ordinances.

Section 3. Permitted Solar Energy Conversion Arrays

The following Solar Energy Conversion Arrays are allowed with a building permit from the Town
of Oakland Code Enforcement Officer and subject to Section 5 of this ordinance, General
Standards and Design Standards for Solar Energy Conversion Arrays.

1.

2.

Roof-mounted SECAs on any legally permitted residential dwelling unit or residential
accessory structure.

Roof-mounted SECAs for any legally permitted non-residential or commercial use building.



Ground-mounted, pole-mounted or elevated SECAs for any residential, non-residential or
commercial use with a Panel Area less than 5,000 square feet.

Building-integrated SECAs (i.e., shingles, hanging solar, canopy, etc.).

Repair or replacement of SECA components that do not enlarge the surface area of the existing
SECA.

Section 4. Prohibited Solar Energy Conversion Arrays

The following Solar Energy Conversion Arrays are prohibited within the Town of Oakland:

1.

Large-Scale Solar Energy Conversion Arrays, as defined in this Ordinance.

Section 5. General Standards and Design Standards for Solar Energy Conversion Arrays

1.

An SECA shall not be constructed until a Solar Array Complex Plan has been approved by the
Town of Oakland Code Enforcement Officer and a building permit has been issued.

The weight of any SECA proposed to be roof mounted on a non-residential or commercial
structure shall be calculated and the applicant must submit a determination by a registered
engineer with stamped certification or finding that the underlying structure can accommodate
the additional weight of the SECA.

All SECAs shall be operated and located such that no disruptive electromagnetic interference
with signal transmission or reception is caused beyond the site. If the Code Enforcement
Officer determines that the system is causing disruptive interference beyond the site, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall issue a notice of violation and direct the system operator to promptly
eliminate the disruptive interference or cease operation of the system.

Array placement must be designed to minimize or negate any solar glare on nearby properties
and roadways.

A ground, pole- mounted or elevated SECA shall have a maximum height of 20 feet as
measured from the ground level to the system's highest point at full tilt.

Any height limitations of this Ordinance shall not be applicable to roof-mounted SECAs
provided that such structures are erected only to such height as is reasonably necessary to
accomplish the purpose for which they are intended to serve.

Array installations shall not obstruct solar access to neighboring properties.

The SECA structure shall be non-reflective with either a mill finish, galvanized finish or a
color that blends the system and its components into the surrounding landscape to the greatest
extent possible and incorporates non-reflective surfaces to minimize any visual disruptions.

Section 6. Retroactivity Clause

Notwithstanding the provisions of 1 M.R.S.A § 302, and regardless of the date on which it is
approved by the Town Council, this Ordinance shall be effective as of August 1, 2021 and shall



govern any and all applications for permits or approvals required under the applicable laws of the
Town of Oakland that were or become pending before any officer board or agency of the Town of
Oakland on or at any time after August 1, 2021.

The 2025 amendments to this Ordinance are expressly intended to and shall have retroactive effect.
Notwithstanding 1 M.R.S.A. § 302, and regardless of the date on which the amendments are
approved by the Town Council, the 2025 amendments to this Ordinance shall govern and apply to
all proceedings and applications for Solar Energy Conversion Arrays that were or are pending
before any officer, board, or agency of the Town of Oakland on or at any time after
December 4, 2024.

Section 7. Conflicts; Savings Clause

If any section or provision of this Ordinance is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid, such a declaration shall not invalidate any other section or provision.

Section 8. Violations and Enforcement

Violations of this Ordinance shall be subject to per-day penalties in accordance with 30-A
M.R.S.A. § 4452 and the violator shall be assessed the Town’s reasonable attorney fees and costs.
The Code Enforcement Officer shall have authority to enforce this Ordinance.

Section 9. Definitions

Panel Area: (1) The aggregate surface area of roof occupied by a roof-mounted SECA, or (2) the
aggregate area of land occupied by a ground-mounted, pole-mounted or elevated SECA, including
but not limited to: (i) solar panels and associated mounting hardware and equipment, (ii) all inter-
panel space, and (ii1) all impervious surfaces. “Panel Area” does not include parking lots,
driveways, or roadways used to access the SECA or any areas adjacent to the SECA that are
vegetated by grasses and must, by virtue of a legal instrument, be kept free of structures, trees, or
shrubs in order for the system to capture sunlight. “Panel Area” includes any land area that is part
of a plan or process of SECA development that takes place on contiguous lots or non-contiguous
lots located within %4 mile of each other and exhibits characteristics of a unified approach, method,
or effect (including unified ownership, management, or supervision; sharing of common
equipment or labor; or common financing).

Solar Energy Conversion Array (SECA): The components and subsystems required to convert
solar energy into electric or thermal energy suitable for use. The term applies, but is not limited to,
solar photovoltaic (PV) systems, solar thermal systems, concentrated solar thermal installations,
and solar hot water systems. Examples of SECAs include, but are not limited to, solar heating
panels, solar photovoltaic panels, concentrated solar thermal installations, and antenna arrays.

Solar Energy Conversion Array, Large-Scale: A ground-mounted, pole mounted or elevated
SECA with a Panel Area that exceeds 5,000 square feet. Under this Ordinance, Large-Scale SECAs
are prohibited.



